January 15, 1948.
Dr, 0.T. avery,
Rogkefeller Institute Hospital,
New York, K.Y,
Dear Ur, avery,

Since my establishment here at Wisconsin, I have been occupying ayself.
with applying the genetical techni:mes Tatum snd I have learned with E, coll
to the problea of gene-engyme relationships in this bocterium. To that end,

I have been studring mutations «fiecting lactuse uctiviiy, and it azy suffice
to asntion now that 2 plurclity of thaea nave been found, somewhat to ay
surprise. 1 would have predicted that all the muts.tlions affecting a single
enzyme would involve ihe seme gene. <he proublemd is there indesd but a

single encyue:

I an addressing this letter to you to enquire whether you stiil happen to
have & sample of p-nitrophencl-b-gulactopyramodide, reported by Goebel and
yourself nearly two decudes ugo>f33£,29, 1929} It occurred to me that this
compound, in view of the-pd shift in the #Jo@pt&n pootm of p-nitraphenol,
might be a useful chromogenic substrate to assay gal ttosidase activity. I
possible, I woulid Likﬁﬂéaiteat this notion ;n a smaljr¥¥maple (1-2 gms,.) before
undertaking a large scale proparation. WhiLO/ I would iike to ask for this
quantity, I could run test? oa, say, tenth that amoudt. If you can fipd the

/ ]
bottle, ghar cooperation w@u}d*ﬁe greatly appreciated.%

Best regamds, ~—-1
Sinkerely,

/

- Joshua Lcdorbé?ﬁ“
Agsistant Professor of Genetics



gy L,




